
February 2021Issue 60

Black Hat Lane, Bakers Hill, Exeter EX2 9TA T: 01392 439898 
www.rspca-littlevalley.org.uk Charity No. 205154



LITTLE VALLEY ANIMAL SHELTER, ISSUE 60 PAGE 2

IN THIS ISSUE

From the CEO.......................................  
Shelter News.......................................                             
Retail News..........................................                                
A Special Thanks................................                    
Goodbye Simba...................................                       
Animal Behaviour...............................                 
Happy Homes......................................                          
A Terrier's Tale....................................                        
Animals for Adoption........................           
Volunteering........................................                           
Fundraising Focus..............................                
Ways You Can Help............................            
Events 2021..........................................                                         
 Looking to the Future.......................                            
 Did You Know ?...................................                                               
 From the Membership Secretary..        

3
4                       
5                               
6                   
8                     
9               
10                        
13                     
14          
16                            
17                
18            
20                                        
 21                           
 23                                              
 24        



The same is the case with our cat pens which
were rebuilt only a few years ago as they also
have some spare capacity. We know the need is
there it’s just a case of getting to the other side
of lockdown so that normal operations can be
restored.

The way we operate may change slightly, as
with all the restrictions that have been in place,
we have learnt a great deal over the last few
months and feel that we can refine and improve
the way we interact with those looking to
provide new homes for the many animals we
care for. 

Our Board of Trustees has many plans for the
future that are centred around reaching out
across our patch to better support our
community with the care of its animals, and
better inform the general public of our services
to ensure that we increase the number of
animals we care for, adopt and foster. We also
intend to open up the shelter more for greater
awareness of our animals, our facilities and the
services we can offer. Overall though we have
much to look forward to and it's definitely a case
of green shoots at Little Valley for 2021. 

2021 will be a new chapter in our history, not
least because it marks the 30th Anniversary of
Little Valley on our current site. So much has
been achieved in the last 30 years and with your
continued help and support we are poised to
achieve so much more in the future. 

I do hope that you will find it in your hearts to
once again help Little Valley at this difficult time.
It has been your generosity that has enabled us
to continue to care for the animals who
desperately need our support throughout the
pandemic, but as we now need your support
more than ever we have one final special
coronavirus appeal on pages 6 and 7 in this
newsletter. 

HUGH LOWSON, CEO

LITTLE VALLEY ANIMAL SHELTER, ISSUE 60 PAGE 3

At the outset, please accept my sincere apologies
for the late arrival of our newsletter. This has been
caused primarily by the disruptive effects of
lockdown. We hope that from the newsletter
perspective we will be fully back on track for 2021.

The whole world has been affected by the impact of
COVID 19. It has been a desperately sad and
worrying time for us all but on a positive note Little
Valley has continued to care, adopt and foster
animals throughout the entire pandemic and
although a little battered and bruised financially we
remain strong and have survived the storm intact
thus far. 

With the vaccine now being rolled out across the
country we can at last see an end in sight and
hopefully within the next few months life can start
to return to a semblance of normality for us all. 
The sooner ‘normality’ returns the better for Little
Valley as with our new kennels completed towards
the end of last year, we now have brand
new, bespoke facilities  which as a result of
lockdown still have some spare capacity that we are
keen to utilise to help even more dogs in our
community needing our care and support. 

GREEN SHOOTS AT
LITTLE VALLEY FOR 2021



Telephone opening times:

6 days a week (Closed Wednesdays)

11am - 4pm

01392 439898

 

Shelter currently closed to visitors.

(Open by special appointment only)

 

RSPCA Cruelty & Advice Line: 

0300 1234 999 (open 7am-10pm)

 

Well here we are already in January 2021. It only
seems like yesterday I was writing my previous
piece and that was back last August! I do hope
everyone has remained well during these months.
Good news about the vaccination programme
starting to unroll for everyone.
 
We have continued to help a variety of animals. The
new kennels playing a comfortable part for any
canines that come to stay. Due to the lower
numbers of animals generally we have had we have
been rehoming much quicker so better animal
welfare in our book. Please remember we are still
here to help and advice. The phone/emails are
answered every day apart from Wednesday, our
closed day.
 
Some changes to the team with Maria our Shelter
Administrator saying a sad goodbye after 10 years
with the Branch. We said hello to Nathaniel our
eagerly awaited for Animal Behaviourist and also to
a much needed Community Fundraiser Megan.
More about them later in the newsletter. All other
staff have remained the same with everyone
continuing to play their part in this strange time.

I also have to thank our many supporters who
gave us more this Christmas. In November I
popped my face mask on and went out to see a
couple in the car park. 

To my amazement they gave me a £1000 from a
fellow supporter in the EX9 area. On another day
a member of staff found an envelope had been
dropped off by an anonymous donor with £500
inside. 

I finish with the Glover Family (pictured) who
have adopted a variety of animals from us from
gerbils to guinea pigs to cats. More recently
taking on a very playful cat called Jax now Cedrick
(also pictured). 

In the New Year the 4 children decided to give us
£80 of their Xmas money. A big thank you to you
all plus the many other generous donors. There
is no picture of me (phew) in this addition just
lots of our lovely animals!

SHELTER NEWS

SHELTER INFO
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JO EVANS, SHELTER MANAGER



BRIXHAM

1 Market Street, Brixham TQ5 8EU

Tel: 01803 859695

 

BUDLEIGH SALTERTON

46 High Street, Budleigh EX9 6LJ

Tel: 01395 442349

 

COWICK ST, EXETER

31 Cowick Street, Exeter EX4 1AL

Tel: 01392 213847

 

SIDWELL ST, EXETER

150 Sidwell Street, Exeter EX4 6RT

Tel: 01392 210691

 

NEWTON ABBOT

49 Courtenay St, Newton Abbot TQ12 2QN

Tel: 01626 330716

Sadly, in line with the latest Government lockdown,
our shops are once again closed until further
notice. Although we totally respect the need for the
closures, their impact on retail profits, which are
vital for running our Shelter, have been severe.
 
During the times when our shops could open, our
devoted shop staff and volunteers have gone above
and beyond to ensure a pleasurable and safe
shopping experience for our customers.
Despite this, we’ve had to restrict the numbers of
customers allowed in to shops at one at a time and
this has had a knock-on effect on sales. It really has
been a tough time for retail. 
 
Recognising the impact of the pandemic on the
High Street we have sadly come to the decision to
close both our Totnes and South Street (Exeter)
shops. We’re looking forward to when normality
returns and we can consider opening new shops in
areas that have better footfall and trading. 
 
As a result of the recent reduction in the number of
our shops and consequent decrease in workload
we have had to review costs and staffing and sadly
as a result some of our retail staff have now left the
organisation. We thank those who have left for all
their hard work and wish them every success.
 
We remain totally committed to our remaining five
shops - Exeter (Cowick St), Exeter (Sidwell St),
Budleigh, Newton Abbot and Brixham. Thanks to
the hard work and flexibility of our staff and
volunteers these shops have bucked the High
Street trend and have done well during a
difficult year for retail. 
 
We have also benefitted from Government grants
to help cover our costs during closures. The
amounts involved were relatively small, but that
said, every little bit helps.

A big thank you to our amazing customers and
donors for your continued support. Your loyalty
and commitment to our shops helps Little Valley
Animal Shelter to provide much needed help for
animals in our community. 

We could not do it without you!

RETAIL NEWS

OUR SHOPS:
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Volunteer Carol serving customers in our
Budleigh shop when everything was 'normal'. 



Since the first lockdown we have had a number
of donations from our wonderful supporters. All
of these donations, both large and small, have
helped to run the Shelter and keep us going.
We’d like to take this opportunity to thank every
single person who thought of us during these
difficult times. Your generosity has kept us going
and kept animals safe, warm and well-fed. 

We are, however still facing financial challenges.
Our shops are closed and fundraising is difficult
and so our expenditure continues to far exceed
our income. We are passionately committed to
ensuring our high standards of animal care

continue throughout this pandemic, however
long it may last.

And so, once again, we are asking you to find it
in your hearts to donate towards our
Emergency Coronavirus Appeal.

Within this newsletter you’ll see just how much
impact kindness from people like you has on
the animals here at Little Valley. It helps us to
find loving homes, to assess and manage
difficult behaviour and to look after long-staying
animals (like our cover boy Simba) for as long as
we need to. 

A donation of any shape or size can and will
transform an animal's life.

Thank you.
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A SPECIAL THANKS 

PLEASE HELP 
IF YOU CAN 
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HOW TO DONATE

ONLINE:

You can donate via Paypal (you do not need a
Paypal account) using the links on our website:
www.rspca-littlevalley.org.uk. 

ON THE PHONE:

You can also donate by card over the phone by
calling the Shelter Reception on 01392 439898
(11am-4pm every day except Wednesdays).

CASH OR CHEQUE:

You can send us a cheque made payable to ‘RSPCA
South East & West Devon Branch’ to RSPCA Little
Valley Animal Shelter, Black Hat Lane, Bakers Hill,
Exeter, EX2 9TA.

BANK TRANSFER:

You can donate straight into our account using the
following details, marked ‘EMERGENCY APPEAL’:
Account Name: RSPCA South East & West Devon
Branch Account No: 00823295 Sort Code: 56-00-49

YOUR SUPPORT REALLY DOES
MAKE A DIFFERENCE



KERRY DUSTAN, ANIMAL CARE ASSISTANT
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When Simba was arrived at Little Valley about a year
ago and assigned to me as my Project Dog I knew
straight away he was going to be a challenge. He’s
big, strong-willed and very, very clever. Sadly, his
owners had to leave him for long periods of time
which has led him to develop extreme separation
anxiety. I could also tell that behind all that white
fluff, mistrust and boundless energy, and with the
right owners, Simba
could make a fun, loving and fantastic pet.

It was tough at first. I had to build his trust in me,
and in other people at the Shelter – a difficult task
when a dog has had little reason to trust in the past.
I had to work on his attention and focus and help
him to understand that he had nothing to fear.

Over a period of weeks, through positive
reinforcement and clicker trainer, Simba’s true
personality began to shine through. We went on
walks to Haldon Woods and Simba grew calmer
around other dogs and people. We worked
on some basic commands and tricks which he loved
– just don’t stand beside him when you ask him to
roll over! 

Eventually, I knew Simba was ready to be rehomed.
His good looks meant he received lots of interest
but it’s taken several months for us to find him the
right home with people who understand the breed
and can give him all the love and stimulation he
needs to thrive. His new owners are desperate to
have him with them and will pick him up as soon as
Covid restrictions allow. 

I cannot wait to see pictures of him enjoying his
new home. But until then, I’ll enjoy the time I have
left with my lovable Simba – I sure will miss the boy!

GOODBYE TO OUR
COVER BOY



1. Food enrichment – Ditch the food bowl and

give your dogs their meals as enrichment, This

will help to keep them busy and slow down

feeding. Enrichment items such as Kongs, snuffle

matts and puzzle feeders are all quick, easy, and

fun ways to feed your dog.

2. Brain games – Dogs need mental stimulation

as well as exercise so try some hide and seek

games. Scatter some of their food in the grass or

hide a favourite toy. Always make the games

easy at first; simply throwing a toy a short

distance so it lands just out of sight is a great

way to start! Then gradually make the hiding

places more difficult.

3. Short separations – When ‘normality’ returns

our dogs may be confused to find the house

empty again. Prepare them by leaving them

alone for a short time every day. Leave them with

some food enrichment to ensure it's a happy

time and if you do return to work full-time please

remember that dogs struggle when alone for

long periods, so consider hiring a dog walker.

4. Stick to a routine – A predictable routine will

help when life gets back to normal, as any

changes won't be so unsettling for your dog. You

can tweak this routine if you notice there are

specific times when your dog is more needy or

restless, try planning an activity like a brain game

for these restless periods.

5. Practise training – We all have a few items on

the training ‘to do’ list, so get yourself a treat

pouch, load up with small pieces of something

tasty, and have fun training your dog in short

sessions using plenty of praise and rewards..   

When you've finished your session get out a

favourite toy and have a play, Research has

shown that play after training helps dogs learn!

 

Hi, I'm Nathaniel, the new Animal Behaviourist at
RSPCA Little Valley. It has long been my ambition to
work in rescue, so I'm very happy to be here. I
started in December 2020 and thanks to a warm
welcome from the team I've been able to hit the
ground running. As well as working with the animals
here at the Shelter I'm here to answer questions
from our adopters, so please do get in contact with
any concerns about your rescue animal. 

For the last 5 years I've been working as a dog
trainer in South Devon. I started out assisting
Andrew Hale at Train Positive before starting my
own business taking on training and behaviour
clients. In 2019 I graduated from the University of
Exeter with an MSc in Animal Behaviour.

I continue to attend training courses and seminars,
learning from and working alongside other talented
professionals to expand my skills. This helps me
keep up to date with the latest animal behaviour
science and research, knowledge of which is hugely
important to my success with the animals I help. 

I live in Totnes, Devon with my wife and two dogs.
We are also expecting a baby in the spring, so 2021
is going to be a big year for the Holmes household!

ANIMAL 
BEHAVIOUR 

5 TIPS FOR DOGS
DURING LOCKDOWN
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NATHANIEL HOLMES, ANIMAL BEHAVIOURIST



Golden oldie Marmalade has truly made herself
at home  with her new humans. She spends most
of her day snoozing but still can't resist a little
play with a piece of string along the carpet.  

Kilo (previously Atticus) testing out the
equipment in his swanky new pad.  He's grown
in confidence every day and follows his new
owners wherever they go.  

CONTENTED CATS
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Here at Little Valley we love seeing our rehomed
moggies taking their rightful place as the head of
family, claiming the best seat as their own, and
taking care to gently nudge a prized bowl from the
kitchen counter. 

Here are just a few of our fave cat pics from the last
few months.

Scooter (once know as Joules) is completely at
home with his new owners and can now be
found doing all the things cats love best. From
this picture it looks like his favourites are
napping, snoozing and of course taking a kip. 

Belle's new owners are so happy with how she's
settled into her new home. She's transformed
their lives with her friendly nature and playful
ways - we're not sure that cereal box would
agree! 

Kicking off this issue's wonderful selection of
happily rehomed stories are the cats! 



Seeing a newly settled dog in getting to grips with
their home is such a special moment for everyone
involved and we just love receiving pictures and
stories about the dogs who have passed through
the shelter. 

Here are just a few of our very favourites.

Maggie with her very favourite teddy - picked
herself! She's been the epitome of perfect
since she got to her new home, but we're sure
there's mischief brewing behind those eyes! 

Here's toy mad Freya settling down for a nice
afternoon chew. We're not sure how her new
owners get anything done with those eyes
begging them for playtime!

Next up are our slightly less dignified, slightly
more chaotic recently rehomed dogs.  

Labrador cross Freddie is enjoying every second
of his new life. He loves his walks on the moors
and stealing meaty tip-bits from unwatched
plates - who can blame him!

DELIGHTED DOGS
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Happy go lucky Pippa is having so much fun with
her new owners. They say she's cheeky and
loving and seriously believes she's a lap dog -
thanks for giving her a lovely life.



Joey (left) settling in for a bite to eat with his
new lady friend Jessica. Apparently Jessica
firmly wears the trousers in their relationship. Go
Jessica! 

Rehomed on Halloween, Yuki and Chia have
certainly done their bit to prove that rats aren't
spooky. Just look at their little noses!!

If you've recently rehomed from us and would like your new furry
or feathered friend to feature in our next newsletter please send

us some pictures, along with a little bit about how 
they've settled in to: info@rspca-littlevalley.org.uk

We're so proud to be able to find new homes for all
sorts of animals, from rats, rabbits and degus to
budgies and ferrets. These are just a few of the
lovely,  happy menagerie who found their forever
homes through Little Valley over the past few
months. 

..AND THE BEST 
OF THE REST..
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Handsome hamster Bruce is a big hit in his new
home. Apparently he just loves to be held and
fussed and is a bit of an attention stealer. 

Conure Burb has found his claws in his new
home! His flying has improved no end now he
has plenty of room and his favourite snack is
sunflower seeds. 



A TERRIER'S TALE 

YOUR PET'S STORIES
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Hello, I'm Luna. I used to be called Nala but in September
last year my old owner realised she wasn't able to look
after me anymore. She took me to somewhere called
Little Valley. The people there were kind. I had lovely
walks every day and plenty of toys, food and a warm dry
bed. They kept saying "We'll find you a new home soon
Nala, don't you worry." I didn't really know what that
meant but it sounded nice so I was excited. 

And boy was I right to be! After 9 breakfasts, 9 dinners, 18
walks and 9 sleeps I met Alex and Jimmy. They came to
visit me at the Shelter and I loved them straight away.
They looked fun! 

Since I went home with my new humans I haven't
stopped having fun. We go on walks everywhere! The
sandy place, the grassy place, the muddy place, the
smelly place - I love them all. I also sit snug and safe in a
bike trailer and whizz along with the wind in my ears. It's
the best place to look out for pesky squirrels. 

We meet other dogs along the way and I say “OH MY
GOSH HELLO, ISN’T OUTSIDE AMAZING”? at the top of my
lungs. Jimmy and Alex don't seem to like that as much -
they tell me to stop barking but I just can't help it, it truly
is amazing! 
 
At home, oh how I hope this is my forever home, I have
the comfiest bed and so many toys. My very favourite
place to kip though is on a lap, cuddling up to whoever
lets me. I'm very polite though, I've learned to always ask
first - not sure why, they never, ever say no. 

I love my new life and thank the place called Little
Valley every day for helping me find Alex and Jimmy. I
hope every dog gets to live a life like this. 

If you've rehomed an animal from Little Valley and you think they've got a story to tell please don't
hesitate to tell us about them for a chance to be featured. Email their tales, along with some extra
special pictures to info@rspca-littlevalley.org.uk.



ANIMALS FOR ADOPTION 
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RABBITS, RABBITS EVERYWHERE!
We often find ourselves full to capacity in our rabbit pens. Sadly people don't seem to understand the
commitment needed to look after bunnies, considering them to be a short-lived, easy-care animal. This
simply isn't true, with the average well-kept rabbit living to between 8-10 years old. Because of this, they
often end up with us once the owners have had enough, or thanks to accidental breeding. Currently we
have around 20 rabbits either available to rehome or awaiting assessment. For more information about
them visit: www.rspca-littlevalley.org.uk/adopt-a-rabbit

THEY'RE UN-FERRET-ABLE
If you've never met a ferret, you absolutely should. These underrated and misunderstood pets are
friendly and fun, not to mention absolutely gorgeous. Like all animals, they have specific care needs so
you'll need to do a bit of research before taking them on. We currently have seven female ferrets
available for adoption. For more information visit: www.rspca-littlevalley.org.uk/adopt-a-ferret
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LAST BUT NOT LEAST... THIS GORGEOUS PAIR 

One year olds Gucci, (left) and Keith (right) are starting to feel a little like part of the furniture here at Little
Valley, having been with us for several months without finding their perfect home. They're both friendly,
nice-natured dogs with lots of love to give but will need someone who's willing to give them the time and
patience they need to thrive as a family pet. Gucci has a high prey drive and would need to be walked on a
lead and away from other dogs. Keith seems friendly towards his fellow pooches but would prefer an
outdoor, kennel style home as he has never lived indoors. For more information visit: 
www.rspca-littlevalley.org.uk/adopt-a-dog

SMALL ANIMALS - BIG PERSONALITIES
In our small animals and rodents room we're currently looking after 3 lovely degus, 3 mischievous mice
and a quail with the cutest 'cluck' we've ever heard! They are all looking for homes with people who
understand how to care for their specific species and can offer them plenty of room to explore and
play. For more info visit: www.rspca-littlevalley.org.uk/other-animals



VOLUNTEERING
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We're looking for skilled and passionate volunteers
who want to make a difference to the lives of
animals. 

Traditionally, we've asked for help from people who
want to work directly with animals or within our
shops. These volunteers are crucial to the
continuing success of  Little Valley, giving up their
time and energies selflessly to help to a cause they
hold dear. 

We cannot thank these volunteers enough and
because we think they're such an asset, we'd like to

 broaden our volunteer programme, asking for help
with more varied and specialist tasks.

For instance, if you're an IT specialist with a bit of
time on your hands, an events or retail expert
who'd like to make a difference or even a
photographer or videographer with time to spare
your experience and skills could prove to be
invaluable in helping Little Valley make important
progress. 

If you think you could help, and would like to
become part of our wonderful team of 
volunteers please contact Megan on
mholland@rspcalittlevalley.org.uk to arrange a chat.

We're looking forward to hearing from you.



As I'm sure you can imagine, fundraising during
these times is tricky. It's impossible to plan, difficult
to meet in groups and, quite understandably,
people are being more careful with their money.

But 2021 marks our 30th birthday and we're
determined to celebrate in some way! 

Which is why, every month in 2021, we'll launch a
new Covid-19 safe fundraising or awareness
initiative which we hope will inspire our supporters
to join together and raise the profile (and bank
balance) of our wonderful animal shelter. 

You may have already seen our January fundraiser
launch - 30k in 30 days. We're asking you to get
active and run/walk/skip/hop 30km in 30 days,
asking your friends and family for sponsorship. You
can do this whenever you'd like so don't worry that
January is nearly done! 

And, if you're not the exercise type (me neither)
we'll have eleven more fun and interesting activities
launching across the year. 

From creative challenges to baking bonanzas,
there's bound to be something you'll enjoy. 

Even better, you'll know that whatever you do will
truly make a huge difference to the lives of the
animals we dedicate our lives to helping. 

So please, if you can, get involved in our 30th
Birthday Fundraisers this year. Every penny you
raise, or person you tell about our work will mean
more animals get to live the lives they deserve. 

Thank you. 

FUNDRAISING FOCUS
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MEGAN HOLLAND, COMMUNITY FUNDRAISER

Cutting the turf in November 1990

As we're here, and you'll be hearing much
more from me in the coming months I suppose
it's only right I introduce myself! I'm Megan and
I'm the new Community Fundraiser here at
Little Valley.

I've been tasked with raising the profile of the
Shelter and shops within our local
communities and also vital funds to keep our
wonderful charity thriving. It's a big task but if I
get my way there'll be lots of fun and laughter
along the way; speak soon I hope! 
 



WAYS YOU CAN HELP
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If you'd like to show your support and keep updated
about the goings on at the Shelter and in our shops
please consider joining the Friends of Little Valley.
You'll receive our newsletter throughout the year
and be the first to hear of any exciting events or
activities coming up. 

Membership costs £7 per adult, £12 joint or £5
concession (OAP/under16) per annum. You'll find
more about how to join on our website or just call
01392 439898. 

With retail currently closed we bet you're missing
your usual Little Valley charity shop rummage.
Sadly, there's not a lot we can do about that but
patiently wait. However, if you'd like to continue
supporting our shops we'd love you to have a
browse on our eBay store. You'll find us at
www.ebay.co.uk/usr/littlevalleyanimalshelter
 

Please help Little Valley continue our important
work caring for unwanted and neglected animals
long after you're gone by remembering us in your
Will. 

Specify “RSPCA, South, East & West Devon Branch“,
charity number 205154 in your documentation and
please email mholland@rspca-littlevalley.org.uk if
you have any questions. Thank you. 

LEAVE A LEGACY

SHOP ON OUR EBAY STORE

JOIN FRIENDS OF LITTLE VALLEY

The Safe Haven scheme gives you the opportunity
to donate a regular amount every month to
sponsor a dog kennel, cat pen or rabbit run at Little
Valley Animal Shelter. 

Little Valley cares for hundreds of animals who are
abandoned, unwanted, stray, injured or victims of
cruelty and abuse. We are their Safe Haven, giving
them first class care and attention before rehoming.
To join please visit our website to download a form
or call 01392 439898

JOIN OUR SAFE HAVEN SCHEME



There're always bits and bobs we need for the
animals at the Shelter. Things like extra strong toys,
tasty treats, leads and harnesses. If you'd like to
treat our animals please have a look at our Amazon
Wishlist and send something our way. Just log into
your Amazon account  (you'll need one for this) and
type into the search box “RSPCA Little Valley
Wishlist”. After that you can pick and pay for what
you like and let the postie do the rest. 

If you shop online, please use easyfundraising to
help us raise even more money. Retailers such as
Tesco, Boots and ASOS are part of the scheme. and
it's simple and free to sign up. For more info visit: 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/rspcalittlevalley

Please help us spread the word about the fantastic
work we do here at Little Valley Animal Shelter by
following our social media accounts and sharing
them with your friends and family. You can find 
us at:

Earlier in this issue we mentioned that we'd be
sharing some fun new fundraising initiatives
throughout the year. This doesn't mean you can't
go it alone though!

If you have a creative, fun, or downright brilliant
idea which will raise funds for Little Valley we'd love
to hear about it! Please get in touch with Megan at
mholland@rspca-littlevalley.org.uk for any help or
materials you might need. 

Just remember to stay safe in whatever you do. 
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FOLLOW AND SHARE

AMAZON WISHLISTS

GET CREATIVEEASYFUNDRAISING

@rspcalittlevalley

@rspcaexeter

@rspcalittlevalleyexeter



Oh, how we've missed inviting you all here. Missed
the buzz about the place. Missed the fun and food
and fundraising. 

We simply can't predict whether any events will go
ahead in 2021 but we are keeping everything well
and truly crossed that it can. We ask you to kindly
do the same! 

If (IF) we can invite you all here, we'll have games,
stalls and tours of the new kennels a-plenty along
with our usual dog shows, raffles and refreshments. 

We want to have a chance to really celebrate 30
years of Little Valley with our warmest supporters
and the local community.

Of course, we will update you of any news of dates
as and when we can.

Here's hoping.

Whether it be this year or not, we're always looking for volunteers with event experience to
help us raise the profile of Little Valley in the South West. Event days are long and tough but
very rewarding. If you think you've got what it takes, and have some time to spare (normally
weekends) please email our Community Fundraiser Megan on mholland@rspca-
littlevalley.org.uk for more info.

EVENTS 2021 

GET INVOLVED 
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Local businesses, we need you! If you or someone you know has a local business and
would like a stall at a future Little Valley event please get in touch with Megan on
mholland@rspca-littlevalley.org.uk for details about pitch rates. 



In the madness that was 2020 it's easy to forget
that life still goes on. Animals are still being born,
still needing walks and fuss and still looking to us for
their every need to be met. 

As animal lovers we know you do this without
thinking; you get up early to walk your dogs in
freezing downpours in the depths of winter, you sit
uncomfortably still for hours as your cat nestles on
your lap,  and spend far too long  building elaborate
climbing frames for your hamsters (to ignore!).

Sadly, not everyone sees animals as we do. Not
everyone understands that when they take on an
animal, whatever it may be, they're committed to a
lifetime of caring for it. 

This is why Little Valley Animal Shelter must
continue to dedicate every day to the care of
animals who are no longer wanted. Many of these
animals have been bought on a whim with little
thought put into their lifelong wellbeing. 

We worry and predict large numbers of unwanted
'lockdown pets' will begin to arrive at the Shelter as
soon as life regains it's normality. With your help we
can be ready for them.

We know they may not have had a great start to life.
We know they may have been bought by people
who know little of how to best care for them, and
kept as playthings whilst it was convenient to do so.

Many may never have had a kind word said to them
or a warm, clean bed. It'll take time for some of
them to forge relationships with people and some
may be with us for a while before we're able to
rehome them.

We don't mind. We'll be patient and kind and wait
for them to be ready to take the next step. And if
they decide they aren't quite ready after all we'll
wait again.

We predict a very busy time 'when all of this is over'.
Can you help us prepare for it by setting up a
monthly donation today? Any amount, big or small
will mean we can begin to plan to put measures in
place ready for new arrivals. We can be ready for
unforeseen vet bills and ready to pay staff for extra
shifts. We can ensure we'll always have enough pet
food, bedding and sanitary products.

With your help we'll be ready for every animal who
needs us. Thank you.   

CAN YOU HELP US BE READY 
TO HELP ANIMALS IN NEED?
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YES! I'D LIKE TO HELP THE ANIMALS AT LITTLE VALLEY ANIMAL
SHELTER BY SETTING UP A MONTHLY STANDING ORDER TODAY

 
Monthly amount: £..................   Start date:        /        /        (please use date at least one month ahead)

Title:.............................  Full Name:......................................................................................................................................................................
.
Address:......................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Postcode:..............................................................   Tel: .......................................................................................................................................

Email:.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................                

Name of bank: .......................................................................................................................................................................................................

Address of bank: ..................................................................................................................................................................................................

Name of account holder/s: ........................................................................................................................................................................

Account no: ................................................................................ Sort code: ..................................................................................................

Signature:...........................................................................................................   Date:.......................................................................................

If you are a UK tax payer please allow the Little Valley to reclaim 25p on every £1 you donate at no
extra cost to you. Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made.

 
Yes, for the past 4 years, today and in the future 

 
Yes, from today and in the future

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO GIFT AID THIS DONATION?
 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HEAR FROM US?
 

From time to time we may wish to send you information we consider may be of interest to you,
If you are happy to receive such information please indicate your preferred contact method/s:

                               Email:                           Telephone:                          Post:                                                                    

I understand I must have paid or will pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax in each
tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities I donate
to will reclaim for that tax year. I also understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do
not qualify.

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO:
 

RSPCA Little Valley Animal Shelter, Black Hat Lane, 
Bakers Hill, Exeter, EX2 9TA

BANK USE ONLY
Please pay to the RSPCA South, East and West Devon Branch, Royal Bank of Scotland

Account no. 00823295 Sort code 56-00-49 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

There are over 500
million domestic
cats in the world.

Cats have been kept
as pets for nearly

10,000 years.

Cats conserve energy by
sleeping for an average of
14 to 16 hours a day.

A cats powerful night vision
allows it to see 6 times better

than humans in the dark.

A group of cats is called a
chowder and a group of
kittens is called a kindle.

Cats can rotate
their ears 180
degrees.

Meows are not innate cat
language - they developed them
to communicate with humans!



I trust as I write this that it will be a Happy New Year for all of us. Once again, in
lockdown, all of us have had to fall back on our own resources to stay mentally
balanced but it is not the natural state of most human beings. 

I long for the time when we can once more meet for open days, summer fetes and
Christmas fairs. The Shelter continues to operate but I worry about the lack of contact
with our supporters. Therefore please stay strong in your support of us but, above all,
stay safe. 

Jill Brush, Membership Secretary of the Friends of Little Valley
E: phillandjillb@aol.com T: 01392 422070.

RSPCA Cowick St, 
Exeter Charity Shop

FRIENDS OF LITTLE VALLEY; 
FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

RSPCA Sidwell St, 
Exeter Charity Shop

RSPCA Budleigh
Salterton Charity Shop

RSPCA Brixham
 Charity Shop

RSPCA Newton Abbot
 Charity Shop

 

RSPCA Little Valley
Animal Shelter, Exeter

RSPCA LITTLE VALLEY - KEY LOCATIONS

DEVON

Bideford

Kingsbridge

Tiverton

Plymouth

Sidmouth


